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Welcome to the Annual Village Meeting, my first as Chair of the Parish Council. 
 
I would like to thank David Smith for the information he provided as part of the Chair 
handover, and for continuing to make himself available to answer questions and provide 
guidance on council matters when needed. 
 
Council Precept 2026/27 
The precept for the 2026/27 council year was set at £11,734, representing an increase 
of £289 compared with the previous year.  This increase is primarily due to: 

 Annual rises in staff and office costs 
 The decision to budget for an additional verge cut in September/October should it 

prove necessary 
 Provision of annual funding for the defibrillator and Volunteer Emergency Telephone 

System (VETS), which are now under Parish Council ownership 
 
These increases were partially offset by reducing the amount allocated to pavilion 
maintenance and other repairs. 
 
New Councillors 
In September, we welcomed two new councillors to the Parish Council, Michael Green and 
Terry Flower, bringing the council back to its full complement of seven councillors. 
 
Digital Improvements 
In November, the Parish Council moved its email and website services to the gov.uk domain. 
This change improves digital security, transparency, and professionalism, while also 
reinforcing the legitimacy of council communications. 
 
Andy Craig has also undertaken a comprehensive overhaul of the Parish Council website, 
improving both its layout and accessibility. Andy will provide an update on this work later in 
the meeting, and the Council would like to thank him for his efforts. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
The Council also welcomes the work carried out by Chris Harman and Lindsay Smith in 
revitalising the Gestingthorpe Neighbourhood Watch scheme. Their efforts have improved 
the information shared with residents through Facebook and via email for those who do not 
use social media. 
 
Change of Clerk 
In January, we accepted the resignation of our Clerk, Kevin Money. Kevin’s work for the 
Council over nearly seven years has been greatly appreciated. To mark his service, councillors 
presented him with a framed photograph of the Gestingthorpe village sign as a memento of 
his time working with the Council. 
 



Kevin has been succeeded by our new Clerk, Shelley Rudling. Shelley brings extensive 
experience in public sector and charity accounting, with a strong background in financial 
governance, compliance, and administration. Shortly after joining the Council, Shelley 
attended her first council meeting in March. We look forward to working closely with Shelley 
as we continue to progress through 2026 and beyond. 
 
Thanks to Essex County Councillors 
Finally, I would like to thank our outgoing Essex County Councillor, Peter Schwier, for his 
attendance at meetings and the information he has provided since his election in 2021. His 
commitment to attending our meetings, often one of several on the same evening, has been 
greatly appreciated. 
 
We also welcome our new Essex County Councillor, Nathan Robins, and look forward to 
working with him and welcoming him to future meetings. 
 
 
Penny Bagby 
Chair 
GesƟngthorpe Parish Council 
 
RepresentaƟve Reports 
Cllr Dawn Green 
Pavilion: The pavilion is still being regularly used by the Gestingthorpe Cricket club, and it is 
also used by Sudbury Cricket club.  Chris Moulton keeps the grounds and wicket in good order 
preparing it before each match. 
The pavilion recently has had some improvements to the inside. 
New lighting in the main areas, and home & away showers. 
Outside lighting. 
Outside electrical socket. 
Partition wall to block off toilet area. 
There Pavilion was also used to two private hires. 
It is proposed to replace the very old broken kitchen units over the next few months. 
New seating and tables and new flooring needs also to be considered. 
  
Village hall:  The village hall remains an excellent community asset and is used regularly to 
host a fortnightly coffee morning.  Gestingthorpe Grills and other events throughout the 
year.  The hall is also used by Nic Smith who holds dance and keep fit classes weekly. 
Bell ringers also use the hall. 
It has had several private hire functions over the past 12 months. 
Improvements: The inside of the hall has been re-decorated, and a new bookshelf built to 
house the books for book swop. 
The electrics have been updated and a new consumer board and sockets have been installed. 
Fund raising has begun for a new kitchen and to repair the leaking flat roof. 
  
Play equipment: 
ROSPA Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) report dates June 2025 reported several 
issues with the play equipment none of which were of high risk at the time.  I have inspected 



the items that they are currently being considered for repair or replacement.  The next 
inspection by ROSPA is due in May 2026. 
  
Defibrillator Provision and Management Cllr Karen Brazier 
During the previous year, the Council approved a proposal to assume responsibility for the 
defibrillator located in the telephone box on Church Green. 
This defibrillator operates under a Service Level Agreement with the Community Heartbeat 
Trust, which provides governance support, supplies, and training as required. The agreement 
is currently under review for the forthcoming year. 
A small group of volunteers carries out regular inspections to ensure that the defibrillator 
remains fully operational and ready for use in the event of an emergency. The emergency 
telephone line within the telephone box also remains operational, allowing direct contact 
with emergency services if required. 
During the year, the Council also continued discussions with Community Heartbeat Trust 
regarding the VETS emergency response system. 
Funds previously held in a separate bank account for the Church Green defibrillator have now 
been transferred to the Parish Council. These funds are ring-fenced and may only be used for 
costs associated with the Church Green defibrillator. The balance has been accumulated over 
several years through donations, fundraising activities, grants, and Parish Council support. 
Over the last year, the Council was pleased to learn that the Pheasant Pub intended to install 
a defibrillator at that end of the village, improving emergency coverage for residents and 
visitors.   An additional defibrillator has now been installed outside the pub. Responsibility for 
this unit rests with the pub management and is also monitored by a volunteer. 
The Council remains grateful for the continued support provided by all the local volunteers 
who assist with the inspection rota and ongoing monitoring arrangements. 
  
Planning Cllr Gordon Carey 
Planning applications are referred to Gestingthorpe Parish Council for comment by Braintree 
Council who are the planning authority and who ultimately decide on the application. 
 
The Parish Councillors consider the information submitted with the application and then pass 
on their comments to Braintree Council who then decide whether to refuse or approve the 
application and any conditions to include. 
 
Various applications have been submitted and commented on during the year. 
The comments on applications are included in the Parish Council meetings minutes. 
 
Enforcement of the decisions has been raised as an issue by Parishioners . The Parish Council 
refers these concerns to Braintree Council and who then take appropriate action. 
 
Footpaths. Councillor Terry Flower 
I joined the parish council last year and have been in post for not quite a full year.  
With regards the footpaths there have been no major issues apart from a recent enquiry in 
the last few weeks which I will return to at the end of this item. In general terms the parish of 
Gestingthorpe is blessed with good access to footpaths that are well maintained and offer our 
residents, what I would call, an amazing and valuable public amenity. The health benefits of 
walking are well documented and indisputable. I note that many visitors also drive into the 



parish with the specific intention of using our footpaths and all I have spoken with comment 
on the ease of using clearly identified unobstructed paths which is why they travel in. What 
is of note and to be commended is the ongoing repair and replacement of many of the 
footbridges that cross both the Belchamp Brook and the Wickham Brook allowing the public 
to cross over safely these obstacles. One issue of note, that I referred to above, has been the 
recent request by a villager that sapling trees be removed from the far side of their boundary 
wall that abuts footpath 19 before they cause damage to the wall. Upon my enquiry to the 
Public Rights of Way officer at Braintree I was informed, 
 
Many thanks for your enquiry.  The tree grows on private property next to a public 
footpath.  The footpath itself also runs over private property.  Whoever owns the land from 
where the tree originates is responsible for the tree.  This is not the highway authority.  Your 
two options are to identify the actual landowner or exercise common law rights to remove 
the nuisance. 
  
I am sorry that we cannot take action but this is a private matter between the owner of the 
wall and the owner of the land from where the tree originates.  If you wish to discuss this 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
From the reply above I am reminded that most footpaths run over private land, despite being 
legal rights of way, but responsibility for making sure the footpath is clear of obstruction lies 
with the owner of the land over which the footpath runs not Highways? Here a note of thanks 
to all local farmers and land owners for their contribution in making our footpaths accessible. 
 
Trees. 
It’s been a tough year for trees this last year with many casualties due to drought. Acute Oak 
decline has emerged as another peril for our native trees to be added to the already rampant 
Ash Die Back. Across the country over 80 million trees are now dying from Ash Dieback fungal 
disease. On the good news front a group of women scientists at the John Innes Centre in 
Norwich have managed to germinate new Ash saplings in seven days where before 
germination for ash seeds normally takes between two to three years. It is hoped this 
discovery can be used for the germination of Ash Die Back resistant saplings which are already 
in existence. Much closer to home the other piece of good news worth repeating at the annual 
village meeting is to report here the planting of new lime trees bordering the play area on our 
green. Thankyou Michael and Elaine. 
 
Highways. Cllr M Green 
  
The Parish council is responsible for reporting any identified road defects within the parish to 
highways, organising maintenance that impacts on safe road use such as verge cutting, 
ensuring the provision of safety equipment for village litter picking, commenting on planning 
that effects the highway and promoting any initiatives that could improve road safety. 
  
The safety on our roads is measured by collision injury statistics and in the last financial year 
there has only been one slight injury collision which was in Little Maplestead Road. 
  



There are numerous road defects still on the system waiting for repair within routine 
maintenance schedules, but the highlights are that the large pothole in Little Maplestead 
Road has been coned off waiting repair and the pot hole opposite Ellis Farm has been 
temporarily filled. The ongoing issue with blocked drains from the ponds at Gestingthorpe 
Hall has now been attended and is hopefully resolved. 
  
I have suggested the addition of slow signs on either side of the Pheasant pub to slow traffic 
as it approaches the entrance to the pub, so as to reduce the chance of a collision, I am waiting 
for a meeting on site with Highways to progress this. 
  
The new access From Pound Farm on to North End Road which was developed without 
planning permission is part of an ongoing planning enforcement enquiry. 
 
Playing Field Cllr Ashley Cooper 
I walked around the Playing Field on Tuesday morning. It looked absolutely stunning. 
Chris Moulton, has made an excellent job of mowing the grass, whilst the nettles have 
also been cut back alongside the railings beside Ashley Cottage. The trees whose lower 
branches had been pruned back in the winter looked superb, as do the row of newly 
planted Lime trees, together with the oak tree which had been moved. All have been 
impeccably staked, guarded and watered. Thank you to Michael Sharp. 
 
The pruned branches, were all cleared away in time for Rachel Platten‘s Marathon / 
Village Hall fundraising walk. The wire fence along the eastern boundary, which is now 
dilapidated, ungainly and unsightly, will hopefully be removed in June. 
 
The goal posts  at the back of the pavilion have been brought Hill Farm, to enable the 
Cricket Club’s  gang mowers to be stored safely behind the pavilion 
 
Peter Collet’s telephone numbers on the rear of the bus shelter, as a contact for anyone 
who spots anything wrong with the play equipment, needs revising.. ( The other number 
is Andy and Claire Craig’s) 
 
Putting handles etc, on a second post, at the entrance to the Playing Field, at the Ashley 
Cottage end could be considered. 
 
 
 


