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The Chorus Schools Federation. 
St Giles’, St Andrew’s and Wethersfield Primary Schools. 
 
 
While budgets are extremely tight and costs increasing, the federation has helped 
considerably with savings. The school continues to have four classes and has 65 
children on roll with 19 children applying for 15 places in Reception for September 
2026.The school has 2 children attending from Gestingthorpe. 
 
The federation continues to provide opportunities for the children from the three 
schools to work together on shared experiences. This has included learning, sport 
and trips out for all three schools. The three schools had a panto visit to the Theatre 
Royal, Bury St Edmunds at Christmas. Other visits have included Boydells Farm, Hill 
Farm, Ickworth House, Layer Marney Tower and a residential trip to PGL Caythorpe 
Court in Lincolnshire. St Andrew’s hosted a visit from the Young Shakespeare 
Company performing Macbeth. The school continues to provide sports coaches and 
attend local tournaments including a football tournament held a Hedingham School. 
The emphasis, as always, is on delivering a broad and balanced curriculum 
experience. 
 
The school has now leased a minibus which has meant that there can be more visits 
between schools and has reduced the costs considerably for local visits. 
 
Pebbles pre-school continues to work well with the school and is in the process of 
replacing the demountable classroom. This has necessitated housing the nursery 
within the school while the building takes place. It has been a delight to have the 
nursery included within the school.  
 
Forest School continues with all classes going over to Baker’s Wood during the 
school year. Outdoor learning has been further enhanced with a dedicated 
environmental science teacher. 
 
Please see the schools website for more information and regular news. 
chorusschools.uk 
 
Helen Padgett 
School governor 
St Andrew’s C of E Primary School 
The Chorus Schools Federation 
 
 
 
 



Good evening. 
 
My name is Chris Harman.   
 
Lindsay Smith and I are the Neighbourhood Watch coordinators for 
Gestingthorpe.  Last summer, we took over the role of Neighbourhood Watch 
coordinators for the Parish of Gestingthorpe from Helen Skerratt who had been 
the sole coordinator for quite a few years. 
 
Lindsay and I receive the weekly Braintree District Neighbourhood Watch 
Newsletter that is collated and edited by Clive Stewart.  Clive is the Chairman of 
Braintree District Neighbourhood Watch committee and he has worked very 
hard, for many years, for us all.   
 
This week’s Braintree District Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter is number 849.   
 
The weekly Newsletter runs for between 2 and 4 pages and, because it covers 
such a wide area that includes Hatfield Peverel, Witham, Braintree, Halstead, 
Bures, Finchingfield, the Belchamps and all villages in between, Lindsay and I 
decided to extract details of reported incidents in the Parish of Gestingthorpe or 
its immediate surrounding areas, or relevant items of general interest, for 
electronic distribution to those who had signed up with us to receive those 
details.  We do, if we feel appropriate, select reported incidents that take place 
outside of the immediate area of the Parish for distribution (such as the recent 
trailer and recent farm machinery thefts). 
 
Lindsay, husband David, my wife, Rose and I have also hand-delivered to each 
and every household in the Parish, the two most recent issues of the Braintree 
District 6-monthly Newsletter along with a page that provided details pertinent 
to Gestingthorpe Neighbourhood Watch.  That included the contact details for 
Lindsay and me and also gave a background to the methods we provide to notify 
people in Gestingthorpe of incidents.   
 
The two main routes of communication, to residents of Gestingthorpe and 
including some from nearby villages are a dedicated Facebook page set up and 
operated by Lindsay and a dedicated E-mail address operated by me. People 
have to notify us if they wish to join either news source.  We have, to date 94 



people signed into the Facebook page and 8 people signed into the E-mail 
system.  We would happily include more. 
 
Pleasingly, there are few reported incidents for Gestingthorpe but that does not 
mean we should be complacent.  Some villagers may remember when over 25 
years ago we had a spate of house break ins and Neighbourhood Watch was, for 
our village, very useful in getting information out to everyone and, I believe, 
proved itself of benefit to us all. 
 
I have printed off, for anyone who wishes to take one, a few copies of the 
January 2026 information page that accompanied the 6-monthly Newsletter we 
hand- delivered to each household.            
 
Chris Harman and Lindsay Smith     20th May 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
Gestingthorpe Education Foundation – Ashely Cooper Chairman  
 
During the past year, Corinna Brown had stood down as a trustee, after over 30 
years service and was replaced by Steph Prior. 
 
The Trustees had visited the Rents Field during the previous summer and again a 
few weeks ago, in early May. 
 
For the 2025-2026 calendar year, income from the land, investments and donations 
as £1810.51. Grants h ad been made for the benefit of 9 young people totalling 
£1,230. Additionally 11 Book Vouchers each with a value of £20, had been made to 
mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day, for the benefit of 18 young people.  
During the year the Trustees had reviewed the aims and objectives of the Trust to 
ensure they were meeting the original objectives. They have also begun undertaking 
a review of its constitution, which they may revise so that it continues to meet 
contemporary needs.  
 
The Trust hopes to launch a further Book voucher scheme, to coincide with the 
forthcoming September fete, which they will also use to publicise its aims.  
Thanks were expressed to Andy Craig, for creating attractive announcements for the 
Trust on Facebook, and to Chris Harman for having examined the accounts.  



A special thanks were given to the Trust’s secretary Jane Crumpton Taylor, for the 
invaluable guidance she gives and for the many hours work which she voluntarily 
does for the trust. 
 
 


